September 26, 2019

Kristine FireThunder

Policy Advisor on Tribal Relations
Office of the Governor

1700 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

RE: Department Tribal Coordination Annual Report — FY 2019
Kristine:
Please find the attached Tribal Coordination Annual Report for the Arizona Game and
Fish Department. We have solicited input from both Headquarters and Regional work
units to summarize key activities the Department has conducted with Arizona’s Tribes

during the 2019 fiscal year (for the period July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019).

Please do not hesitate to contact our Tribal Liaison, Jon Cooley, if you have any questions
or require additional information relating to this report.

Respectiully,
Tom Finley
Deputy Director
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Improve statewide wildlife
conservation by pursuing .
-collaboratrve management

: approaches with AZ Tribes; and
provide technical assistance,
operatronal support and trammg,
as requrred

Prowde requ;red techmcal
support and. coordlnatlon wuth

: Tnbal resource managers to

|mprove management g
effectiveness of W|IdI|fe
resources. - :

: Department personnel contlnued coordlnatlon

‘with White Mountam Apache San Carlos Apache
{Salt River Pima Marlcopa Indian Communlty Fort_':

_ .j McDowelI Yavapal Nation, and Glla Rlver tndlan
_.'_.’_-*Communlty on bald eagle management programs
0 with activities: mcludmg ‘monitoring productnnty of -
1 .fall eagle breeding areas, training Tribal crews on -
‘. Joald eagle monltorlng, deployment of transmltters :
on ﬂedgilngs recovery of bald. eagle mortalttles
co rescue of-nestl:ngs rebuﬂdmg fallen nests and

 lsameaspreceding
B s o : :'f_._-'Kalbab Paiute Tnbe to update wildlife pro;ect
e lplans; huntlng season dates and. opportunmes for ;
- Icollaborative law enforcement_ Addltlonatly :
% lconducted blghorn sheep aerial survey on all
- '__:_Z_""":Kalbab Paiute Tribal lands, provided technlcal
assnstance in developlng a populatlon estlmate
- Jand presented related information to.the Tribal = -
. |wildlife Committee. Also assisted Tribal _wlldhfe L
* |program staff to establish protocols for wildlife
" feapture and telemetry, which supported-the
_[Tribe’s appllcatlon for grants to. fund future wuldllfe

FEagstaff Region personnel coordmated W|th_'-""f- '. f'*'l

captures on trlbal Iands

Same as preceding

Same as preceding

Mesa Region personnei coordinated with Gila
River Indian Community to review projects on the
lower Gila River including proposal for tamarisk
(salt cedar) removal to improve wildlife habitat
and watershed function. Coordination additionally
included ongoing management of shared bighorn
sheep populations.
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Same as preceding

[The Department hosted the 2019 annual
R '_'coord:natlon meeting with the Navajo Nation . -
" [Department of Fish and Wildlife, with discussions
i including law enforcement training, wildlife .

anagement program coordination, wildlife

_' - -'d:sease monitoring/mitigation efforts, public
e recreatlon program development and associated
g opportumt:es for expanded pub!lc outreach '

Sam_e'.a_'s_prece_ding_'_'1__" s ;

. [sameasproceding

o [The Department hosted its. annual coordlnatlon o
i :"_."."meetlng with: Ieadershlp and staff of the White -
Mountain Apache Game and Fish. Department in- |
. ;June 2019 “Topics included ongomg coordmatlon
-"*mvolvmg elk management wolf reintroduction, -
_:_:.natlvelsportf ish management opportunltses and
'ssues mvol\nng feral horses ' -

Same asprecodng

U The Department’s Wlldllfe Hea!th Program .
e prowded tralnlng to Navajo I\Eatron Department of'
- [Fish and Wildlife personnel on specialized wildlife
v “lcapture. and chemical immobilization protocols. -
_ " [The Wildlife Health Program further facilitated and
- Jprovided funding support to NNDFW Chronic
- Wasting Disease surveillance of hunter-harvested
“elk and deer from Dine’ lands.

Same as preceding

Cooperate with Tribes in
addressing law enforcement
training and capacity building
among Tribal Officers to
improve combined
enforcement effectiveness

The Kingman Region successfully nominated
Yavapai-Prescott Nation officer Tim Fletcher for
an AZ Game and Fish Commission Award. In
recognition of his law enforcement leadership, the
Commission recognized Officer Fletcher at the
May 2019 Commission meeting held in Prescott,

Same as preceding

Same as preceding

'The Department continued discussions with the
Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife
leadership in developing an Agreement for
cooperative law enforcement patrol and law
enforcement training for Navajo Nation DFW
officers. Agreement is pending Navajo Nation

Tribal Council approval.
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Same as preceding Same aspreceding ~~ [The Department coordlnated WIth newly
LR SRR lappointed leadership of the White Mountain _

_ :Apache Tribe Game and Fish Department fo

' - Jrevise the framework of an Agreement (now

: under development) prowdlng law enforcement

P patrolltralnmg support and cooperat[ve wildiife - _'
g management engagement between the agenmes

Sameaspreceding .. . |Sameaspreceding - . The. Department contsnued o pursue. ;
S A MR R R SRR DAERA AL "-__Z._-._developmentofanagreementwrth Hopi Trlbai
- lenforcement Ieadership for cooperatlve law =

enforcement patrol and Iaw enforcement tra;nlng
for Tnbal ofF icers.. o :

Same as preceding . . Upon request, 'protride law _Department Off cers coordlnated W|th Hualapau

G T - enforcement andlor SRR Tribe Offic cers on; retrleval of: Iegally harvested

_ f'operatlonal support to Tnbes |n game (along tnbal!state boundary) and. prowded
'response to lmmedlate publlc addltlonal coordmatlon on mvestlgatlons mvolvmg

- isafety or property damage S |Ilegal harvest of shed antlers from Hualapal tnbal
ssuesfincidents. = - lands. ' - i S
Deploy public outreach and Provide requested assistance |Kingman Region personnel continued to support

communication efforts to expand [to Tribes in support of public  [the Kaibab Paiute Tribe in implementation of its
wildlife conservation education  |outreach and education eventsjannual fishing derby, and also provided support to

and enhance responsible public  [involving Tribal members the Tribe by attending an outreach event for tribal
engagement in hunting, fishing  jand/or communities; and assisthunting guides and non-tribal hunters.
and other outdoor recreation in providing hunting/fishing
lactivities opportunities to Tribal
communities
Same as preceding Same as preceding Tucson Region personnel provided presentations

at the Pasqua Yaqui Weilness Center on boating
education in support of Water Safety Day,
organized by the Drowning Prevention Coalition
of Arizona. Approximately 400 tribal students
participated in this event.
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Sarne as preceding

Same as preceding

Departiment leadership and personnel continued
o0 provide operational support to Navajo Nation's
annual Youth deer hunt in fall 2018, with
personne! serving as hunter education instructors,

hooting range supervisors and hunt mentors
during the youth hunt. Additionally, Department
personnet assisted the Navajo Nation Department

f Fish and Wildlife at their annual Lake Asayi
ishing clinic (May 2019 - attended by over 150
ribal members) and provided free permits to
numerous tribal anglers attending the annual free
ishing day event at Lees Ferry.

Same as preceding

Same as preceding

Department  personnel  coordinated  with
avapai-Apache Nation to provide multiple Hunter
Education classes and other outreach programs
ddressing wildlife identification, wildlife laws and
‘Living with Wildlife" at the new Yavapai-Apache
Nation Community Center in Camp Verde.

Assist and inform AZ landowners
on activities or planning involving

Ispecies__identiﬁed as Candidate, .
Threatened or Endangered under.
Ithe Endangered Species Act (ESA)

fon ongoing planning and .~

candidats species

Directly communicate and - |
collaborate with affected Tribes

management of programs
involving ESA listed and/or

.--Fiagsféﬁ- R_eg.io_n personnel continue to coordinate

“jon planning and deployment of activities
*‘Iregarding the California Condor reintroduction

- iproject and promotion of the non-lead ammunition
-program on tribal and non-tribaf [ands within the -
 Freintroduction area.

with the Navajo Nation and Kaibab Paiute Tribe

Same as preceding

Same as preceding -

. "{The Department invited numerous Tribes to
|participate in the Arizona Priority Amphibian and
N Reptile Conservation Area workshop held in May
~.12019, which was ultimately attended by Gila River

Indian Community representatives.

Same as preceding

Same as preceding

Department personnel hosted a member of the
San Carlos Apache Tribe Wildlife and Recreation
Department at the annual Chiricahua leopard frog
Certification Workshop held in Tucson, which
provides participants USFWS certification on
identifying/handling AZ’s native ranid frogs
(required for C. leopard frog conservation).
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Sah_ve as preceding

Same as preceding

_ [The Department’s Mexican wolf reintroduction
* Jproject Interagency Field Team (IFT) leader - .
" _leontinued to maintain regu[ar cornmunlcatlon W|th
. fthe White Mountain Apache Tribe IFT leader-and -
B 'representatlves of the San, Carlos Apache Tribe -

. Jon project planning and |mplementat|on efforts as
s _]wefl on host of wolf management issues and

C|dents that oceur durmg the year

Same as preceding

. {Same as p.recedihg_ s

The Department hosted the Gunmson s pralne :
. dog and Biack—footed ferret worklng group '
" Imeetings in February 2019 - attended by _
'_'f'"representatlves of the Navajo Hopi, and: Hualapal
_Tribes. Addltlonally, _the Department contmued
" |necessary coordination with these Tribes (and.
- White Mountain Apache Tribe) on the ongomg
- Wevelopment of a proposed Experlmental _
S Nonessential ferret: population desagnatlon by the
. |us. Flsh and Wlldllfe Serwc in AZ :

Same a._s 'pfécéd;ng

Same as preceding

o Me_sa Re_glon p_e_rsonnel col!a__t_:_prat_ed with G_ila' o

River Indian Community resource managers to
relocate 240 Common Chuckwallas and 3
Sonoran Desert Tortoises from habitat altered by
the construction of the South Mountain Freeway,

Maintain public recreation access
to fee-simple lands owned by
Tribes that do not occur within
[Reservation (federal trust land)
lboundaries

Maintain coordination with
Navajo Nation and associated
land managers/lessees to
effectively manage public
recreational access on Big
Boquillas Ranch in NW AZ

Kingman Region personnel continued to maintain
necessary coordination with Navajo Nation and
Cholla Livestock (lessee) in managing public
access for hunting activities on the Ranch, to
include planning and deployment of AGFD law
enforcement actions to monitor hunt seasons and
lany violations of the Ranch access rules.

Same as preceding

Continue collaborative

implementation of the Hopi
Tribe/AGFD cooperative
hunting agreement for
checkerboard state-private
lands in northern AZ

The Flagstaff Region continued coordination with
the Hopi Department of Wildlife and Ecosystem
Management oh survey of big game populations
and allocation of accompanying hunt permit
numbers and {ags in support of existing
Agreement that provides access for both Hopi
and State hunters on checkerboard lands.
Agreement additionally allows for distribution of
hunt permit revenues from Hopi-member tags to
the Hopi Tribe's management programs.
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dhere to Federal and State laws

lating to cultural resource
conservation and management by
engagmg with Tribes on
Department activities that impact
Tribes or associated cultural
resour_ee_ interests

Complete consultatlon :
between U. S. FISh and Wzldllfe
Serwce and Tohono 0 odham
Nation regardmg ASARCO
{Natural Resource Damage
Assessment (NRDA)

'settlement

Department personnel continued consultation

ith Tohono O'_od__ham Nation, as tribal lead for
NRDA_Qroje_c_t, and t_:omp_ieted development of
“leultural sensitivity training. All Tribal consultation

- |(NHPA Sec 106) is now completed.

Same as preceding

- _'Complete Sectlon 106 of the

" INational Hlstorlc Preservatlon
' Act consultation between U:S.

_ _FISh and Wlldiife Servrce and

- [Zuni-Pueblo, Hopi Tribe, and -

* Navajo Nation regardlng Lees

- Ferry fish stocklng prOJect on

' Colorado Rwer i

Cdntlnued to facilitate coordination between the
USFWS Department and the three affected
tnbes in |dent|fymg cultural resource concerns
and accompanymg mltlgatlon Memorandum of
Agreement was executed and carried out. °

Same as preceding

Uil reqmrements of Am[ty
- "JPueblo MOA w:th parhc:patmg

Trlbes

Conttnued consultatlon W|th Zunl Pueblo HOpI
Trlbe Navajo Natlon and. Acoma Pueblo in

._ __j'devefoplng Department cultural sensmwty training

¢ ivideo. Presented video to Amity Pueblo Working
" |Group at the annual Society for American
‘|Archaeology meeting and draft video sent to

USFWS for consultation with tribes.

'?perate non-bird wildlife
epository fo provide surplus
wildlife remains to Tribes and
Fther entities in support of cultural

nd educational end-uses

Continue coordination with
Tribes to distribute available
wildlife remains to Tribal
members for ceremonial and
traditional purposes

During FY19, various Department work units
provided available wildlife remains to the non-bird
repository operations, with most items being
distributed to Navajo Nation, the Hopi Tribe and
iAcoma Pueblo (NM) for ceremonial uses.




