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GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON TRIBAL RELATIONS - ABOUT

26TH ANNUAL INDIAN NATIONS AND TRIBES LEGISLATIVE DAY26TH ANNUAL INDIAN NATIONS AND TRIBES LEGISLATIVE DAY

Formerly known as the Commission of Indian Affairs, the Governor’s Office on Tribal Relations works to ensure 
equitable access to state services and may initiate or assist programs on tribal land only on the request of, or with the 
approval of, a tribal nation.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 41-2051, the Office on Tribal Relations is established to assist state agencies in implementing tribal 
consultation and outreach activities. Each state agency shall:

1.	 Develop and implement tribal consultation policies to guide the agency’s work and interaction with the tribal 
nations of this state.

2.	 To the extent practicable and permitted by law, seek input from appropriate elected or appointed tribal 
officials before undertaking any action or policy that will, or is reasonably believed to, have the potential to 
affect a tribal community or its members.

3.	 To the fullest extent possible and to the best of the agency’s ability, integrate the input generated from tribal 
consultation into the agency’s decision-making processes to achieve mutually acceptable solutions.

4.	 Designate a state member to assume responsibility for the agency’s implementation of the tribal consultation 
policies and to act as the principal point of contact for tribal affairs.

5.	 On or before October 1 of each year, review the agency’s tribal consultation policies and submit an electronic 
progress report with performance measures to the office. The office shall make the reports available to tribal 
leaders and legislators.

In addition, the Office on Tribal Relations has duty to report the discovery of sacred ceremonial objects or objects of 
cultural patrimony, and assist in the coordination of all activities relating to the education of Native American pupils.

The Office on Tribal Relations will host distinct events to enable state agencies, tribal nations and their community 
members to address issues on a regular and proactive basis.

•	•	 Indian Nations and Tribes Legislative DayIndian Nations and Tribes Legislative Day to celebrate the rich culture and history of Arizona’s Tribes and 
Nations and also to address issues of mutual interest

•	•	 Arizona Indian Town HallArizona Indian Town Hall to create a process that promotes public consideration builds consensus and 
supports the implementation of resulting recommendations.

To supplement our outreach efforts, office is available to: provide training on cross-cultural situations; promote 
increased participation by American Indians in local and state affairs; initiate programs to stimulate economic growth; 
and, establish an executive committee or other committees, as necessary.

Governor’s Office on Tribal Relations 
1700 W. Washington Street, Suite 235

Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Phone: 602.542.4426 | Email: gotrinfo@az.gov

Visit our website and sign up for our newsletter at 
www.gotr.azgovernor.gov

About



9:30 – 11:00

12:00 – 1:00

11:00 – 12:00

12:00 - 1:00

Virtual Networking with Exhibiting Organizations

TIME EVENT

Wednesday, January 13th, 2021
Virtual Event - 26th Annual Indian Nations and Tribes Legislative Day

Joint Protocol Session hosted by the Arizona Senate

•	 Invocation – Amy Spotted Wolf, Miss Indian Arizona 
•	 Opening Remarks 
	 - Ms. Karen Fann, Senate President
	 - Mr. Rusty Bowers, Speaker of the House
•	 Tribal Nations Address
	 - President Bernadine Burnette of the Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation 
	 - Vice Chairman Shan Lewis of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 
	 - Chairman Robert Miguel of the Ak-Chin Indian Community 

Information Session: AZ Science, Technology Engineering and Math

Moderator: 
•	 Ms. Katosha Nakai, Nakai Aerospace & Engineering 
Guest Speakers: 
•	 Jacob Moore – Associate Vice President of Tribal Relations, Arizona State University
•	 Kathleen Jolivette – Vice President, Attack Helicopter Programs and Senior Mesa Site 

Executive,  Boeing 
•	 John Herrington – Commander, USN (Ret.) and former NASA Astronaut

Virtual Networking with Exhibiting Organizations

AGENDA
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STATE OF TRIBAL NATIONS SPEAKERS

A descendent of the late Carlos 
“Wassaja” Montezuma and the late 
granddaughter of Margaret Dickens, 
Bernadine Burnette has led the Fort 
McDowell Yavapai Nation for more 
than two decades – during which 
time she has held the position of 
Secretary, Vice President and, most 
recently, President (Burnette was 
re-elected to this office in 2020).

Leveraging her work experience 
for four decades, her hard work 
and dedication have resulted in 
substantial tribal economic growth.  
This includes opening the new We-
Ko-Pa Casino Resort; establishing 
a definite place in Tribal, County, 
State and Federal government; and 
continuing much-needed services 
and programs for Tribal Members. 

Recently named one of the Most 
Influential Women in Arizona 
Business, Burnette also currently 
serves as President of the Inter 
Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA) 
and Vice President of the Inter 
Tribal Association of Arizona 

(ITAA), and has 
held previous 
positions as 
President and 
Vice President 
of the Arizona 
Indian Gaming 
Association 
and Secretary 
of the National 
Indian Gaming Association. Her 
current and past memberships also 
include the National Congress of 
American Indians, the National Tribal 
Environmental Council, the National 
Indian Education Association, 
and the Maricopa Association of 
Governments Regional Council. 

A firm believer that family is the 
foundation of every community, 
Burnette is proudly married to 
Wayland Burnette and has a son, 
daughter, niece, three grandchildren 
and many relatives. Her ongoing 
commitment to the Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation is to Work with 
The People and For the People.

Bernadine Burnette, President



Shan Lewis is a member of the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribe.  As a veteran 
of the United States Armed Forces 
he served his country proud in 
the United States Army.  He is an 
active member of the Fort Mojave 
Veterans Association representing 
in various capacities. 

Upon return to the reservation, Mr. 
Lewis held positions within the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribe as a Home 
School Coordinator for the Tribe’s 
Education Department and Director 
of the Public Relations Department.

In 2003, Mr. Lewis was elected to 
serve as a member on the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribal Council.  After 
a year of service, he was elected to 
fulfill the vacant position as the Vice 
Chairman.  A position that he has 
held to present date.

The Inter Tribal Association of 
Arizona (ITAA) was formed in 
1953 to address issues that affect 
Arizona Tribes both collectively and 

individually.  
Vice Chairman 
Lewis represents 
the Fort Mojave 
Tribe at ITAA.  
Through his 
attendance and 
representation, 
he was elected 
President of ITAA and has served 
10 total years in this position. The 
Presidents’ position is elected by the 
Arizona tribal leaders.  His support 
from his constituents is reflective in 
his reappointment and has provided 
strong leadership within the 
association. Through his position as 
President, Mr. Lewis has been called 
to testify on behalf of the Arizona 
Tribe’s in front of Congress, which he 
conducted himself in a professional 
manner and with great success.  He 
has been instrumental in advocating 
for all Tribes, and is committed to 
moving forward advocating for the 
wellbeing of all Native Americans.

Shan Lewis, Vice President
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Robert Miguel, was the first 
elected Chairman of the Ak-
Chin Indian Community under its 
new Constitution which allowed 
Members of the Community to 
officially vote for their Chairman.

Raised by his paternal grandparents, 
the late Jonas and Mathilda Miguel, 
Chairman Miguel at an early age 
was taught the importance of 
respect, dedication, tradition, 
culture, diplomacy, and leadership. 
His grandfather Jonas was 
Chairman of the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community in the early 70’s.

An advocate of Education, Health, 
Water, Economic Development, 
Elder, and Youth, Chairman Miguel 
has developed his leadership 
skills through hard work, 
dedication and guidance with 
the support of Ak-Chin elders.

After graduating from Maricopa 
High School in Maricopa, Arizona 
in 1986, Chairman Miguel attended 
Mesa Community College where he 
enrolled in General Studies courses.

Robert began his employment career 
in his community as a farm labor, 
which followed with employment 

at various departments within 
the Ak-Chin Indian Community 
which included; the Ak-Chin 
Community Center, Preschool, 
Recreation, and Newspaper. He was 
a photojournalist for the Ak-Chin 
O’odham Runner for over 20 years 
before being elected by his people 
to serve on its Tribal Council.

Chairman Miguel has represented his 
community on various committees and 
boards, in particular; President of the Ak-
Chin Preschool Parent Committee, Tribal 
Gaming Commissioner, Industrial Park 
Board Vice-Chairman, and Recreation 
Board Vice-President just to name a few.

Robert has also served and represented 
Indian Country in other capacities 
which include; Native American 
Rights Fund (NARF) Board of 
Directors, Inter-Tribal Council of 
Arizona (ITCA) Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Arizonans for 
Tribal Government Gaming (ATGG). 
He currently is a members of the 
Maricopa Economic Development 
Association (MEDA) Board of Director.

During his current leadership 
tenure, Chairman Miguel has 
participated as an experienced 
speaker and panelist in local, state 

Robert Miguel, Chairman

and national opportunities such 
as; Native Nations Conferences, 
National Indian Gaming Association 
(NIGA), Global Gaming (G2E), 
Arizona Indian Gaming Association 
(AIGA) and Reservation Economic 
Summit (RES) just to name a few.

In November of 2020, Chairman 
Miguel was re-elected to a second 
4-year term as Chairman of the 
Ak-Chin Indian Community.

To date, he is currently serving 
in his fifth year as Chairman. 
Overall, Robert has served on 
Tribal Council for 7 years.

Chairman Miguel and his wife Connie 
have seven children which include; 
Robert, Jasmine, Yasmin, Jordyn, 
Joe, Yvonne, and Stella. The Miguel 
family have instilled a family motto 
that they currently live by on a daily 
basis, which is “How Can I Help You.” 



S-ke:g Tas! ‘A;ñi añ ab ceggig Amy 
Lynn Spotted Wolf. ‘A;ñi añ ab amjed 
Ce:ul Sa’ik, Waw Giwulk Cek:sañ, 
Tohono O’odham Jewed SSS ‘A;ñi 
wud gokoo-wi’ik ahidage . Ñ-je’e ck 
o:g ab ceceggig Marilyn Noriego 
Spotted Wolf ck Michael Spotted 
Wolf. Ñ-hu’ul ck ba:b ab ceceggig 
Francis Ventura Noriego ba:d ck Felix 
Noriego ba:d. Ñ-ka:k ck wosk ab 
cecggig Rose Marie Spotted Wolf 
ck Lloyd Spotted Wolf Sr. ‘A:ñi wud 
Miss Indian Arizona 2020-2021!

My name is Amy Lynn Spotted 
Wolf. Iam from the Fresnal Canyon 
Community in the  baboquivari 
District on the Tohono O’odham 
Nation. I am the 23-year-old 
daughter of Marilyn and Michael 
Spotted Wolf. My maternal 
grandparents are the late Francis 
Ventura Noriego and the late Felix 
Noriego. My paternal grandparents 
are Rose Marie Spotted Wolf 

(Muskogee Creek, 
Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma) and 
Lloyd Spotted 
Wolf Sr. (hidatsa). 
Iam a senior at 
the University of 
Arizona Pursing 
a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education, and 
study under the Indigenous Teacher 
Education Project (ITEP). Iam one of 
the UArizona College of Education 
2020 Erasmus Circle Scholars. I 
work at the Thrive Center as a Peer 
Mentor for 1st year Indigenous 
students at AUrizona. I serve as the 
Baboquivari District Representative 
and the Secretary on the Tohono 
O’odham Nation Youth Council. 

This year, my platform is to embrace 
change to virtually strengthen and 
learn from our connections as the 
Indigenous People of Arizona. 

Amy Spotted Wolf, 
Miss Indian Arizona 
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Katosha Nakai is the founder and 
owner of Tribal Policy People, LLC, 
and Government Affairs and Policy 
Director for Nakai Aerospace & 
Engineering—where she focuses 
on work across Indian Country.  
She represents tribal interests 
and those doing business with 
tribes.  Additionally, Ms. Nakai is 
an attorney who leads the Phoenix 
office of Tucson based Strickland & 
Strickland, P.C. representing tribal 
interests primarily in the areas 
of water, natural resources and 
environmental law.  Additionally, she 
serves on the Board of Directors for 
the Center for the Future of Arizona.

Prior to returning to the private 
sector, Ms. Nakai served eight years 
with the Central Arizona Project 
(CAP) which delivers Colorado 
River Water to central and Southern 
Arizona.  During her time there she 
was the Manager of Stakeholder 

Relations & Strategic Development 
leading CAP’s outreach activities 
across its diverse stakeholder 
groups including Municipal & 
Industrial, Tribal and Agricultural 
water users and managing 
strategic planning development, 
implementation, and tracking. Ms. 
Nakai has served Governors in 
both Republican and Democrat 
administrations, working as a Policy 
Advisor to Arizona Governor Jan 
Brewer providing advisement on 
energy, broadband, and tribal 
affairs and serving as chair Arizona’s 
Climate Change Oversight Group, 
and as a member of Arizona’s 
Homeland Security Senior Advisory 
Committee.  She also was appointed 
by former Governor Janet 
Napolitano as a Commissioner of 
the Arizona Oil & Gas Conservation 
Commission.  

Before her state service, Ms. Nakai 

Katosha Nakai, Esq.

practiced law at a large Phoenix 
firm and served as a law clerk to 
the Chief Judge the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit, the largest federal appeals 
court in the country, which hears 
a majority of the nation’s Indian 
law cases. Ms. Nakai, earned both 
her Juris Doctorate and her Indian 
Law Certificate from the Sandra 
Day O’Connor College of Law 
at Arizona State University and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Mass 
Communications from Oklahoma 
City University.  She is a member of 
the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.



Tribal Affairs is a  niche’ 
 discipline  with  multiple 
 core-competencies. 

www.tribal-policy.com
Tribal Policy People, LLC

3219 East Camelback Road #310
Phoenix, Arizona 85018

Contact:  Katosha Nakai
(602) 292-5123

knakai@tribal-policy.com

Transforming transactions into partnerships across Indian Country

Who are we?

How can 
we help?

Tribal Policy People helps you identify which niche’ 
you need, so you can navigate anywhere in Indian 
Country. We are both a direct service provider and front-
line recruiter—whatever works best for you.  We love 
finding the right fit and putting people together!

Tribal Policy People is a consultancy with 
extensive expertise and national networks that brings 
serious, committed people together, transforming 
transactions into collaborative partnerships, creating 
win/wins across Indian Country.

• Tribal Consultation
• Policy/Regulations
• Media Relations
• Grassroots

• Grants
• Consensus Building
• Training
• Government Relations

Which do 
you need?
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Shan Lewis is a member of the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribe.  As a veteran 
of the United States Armed Forces 
he served his country proud in 
the United States Army.  He is an 
active member of the Fort Mojave 
Veterans Association representing 
in various capacities. 

Upon return to the reservation, Mr. 
Lewis held positions within the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribe as a Home 
School Coordinator for the Tribe’s 
Education Department and Director 
of the Public Relations Department.

In 2003, Mr. Lewis was elected to 
serve as a member on the Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribal Council.  After 
a year of service, he was elected to 
fulfill the vacant position as the Vice 
Chairman.  A position that he has 
held to present date.

The Inter Tribal Association of 
Arizona (ITAA) was formed in 
1953 to address issues that affect 
Arizona Tribes both collectively and 

individually.  
Vice Chairman 
Lewis represents 
the Fort Mojave 
Tribe at ITAA.  
Through his 
attendance and 
representation, 
he was elected 
President of ITAA and has served 
10 total years in this position. The 
Presidents’ position is elected by the 
Arizona tribal leaders.  His support 
from his constituents is reflective in 
his reappointment and has provided 
strong leadership within the 
association. Through his position as 
President, Mr. Lewis has been called 
to testify on behalf of the Arizona 
Tribe’s in front of Congress, which he 
conducted himself in a professional 
manner and with great success.  He 
has been instrumental in advocating 
for all Tribes, and is committed to 
moving forward advocating for the 
wellbeing of all Native Americans.

Jacob Moore
Associate Vice President of Tribal Relations 

Office of Government & Community Engagement
Arizona State University



American Indian InitiativesAmerican Indian Initiatives @asu_oaii@asu_oaii

Office of American Indian InitiativesOffice of American Indian Initiatives
Arizona State UniversityArizona State University

PO Box 8777025PO Box 8777025
Tempe, Arizona 85287-7705Tempe, Arizona 85287-7705

(480) 727-8325(480) 727-8325
  

Learn more:Learn more:
americanindianinitiatives.asu.eduamericanindianinitiatives.asu.edu

president.asu.edupresident.asu.edu
newamericanuniversity.asu.edunewamericanuniversity.asu.edu

Bryan Brayboy, Ph.D.Bryan Brayboy, Ph.D.
Special Advisor to the President Special Advisor to the President 
on American Indian Affairson American Indian Affairs
Bryan.Brayboy@asu.eduBryan.Brayboy@asu.edu

Jacob Moore, MBAJacob Moore, MBA
Associate Vice PresidentAssociate Vice President
Jacob.Moore@asu.eduJacob.Moore@asu.edu

Annabell Bowen, M.EdAnnabell Bowen, M.Ed
Director, Office of the American Indian InitiativesDirector, Office of the American Indian Initiatives
Annabell.Bowen@asu.eduAnnabell.Bowen@asu.edu

Sahmie JoshevamaSahmie Joshevama
Coordinator, Office of the American Indian InitiativesCoordinator, Office of the American Indian Initiatives
Sahmie.Joshevama@asu.eduSahmie.Joshevama@asu.edu

American Indian InitiativesAmerican Indian Initiatives
Office of the PresidentOffice of the President
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Kathleen Jolivette is the vice 
president of Attack Helicopter 
Programs for Boeing Defense, 
Space & Security and the senior 
site executive in Mesa, AZ. Jolivette 
leads more than 4,300 Boeing 
employees supporting the design, 
production and delivery of the 
AH-64 Apache and AH-6 Little Bird 
helicopters for the U.S. Army and 
allied defense forces around the 
globe.

Prior to this role, Jolivette was 
director of United States Army 
Services for Boeing Global Services. 
In this position, she was responsible 
for the profit and loss, program 
execution and coordinated sales 
generation activities of services to 
U.S. Army customers.

Jolivette has also served as the 
director for V-22 Domestic Programs 
where she was responsible for 
the MV-22 and CV-22 programs, 

including development, production, 
earned value management, and 
profit and loss associated with the 
V-22 for U.S. Air Force and Marine 
Corps customers. She previously 
served as chief of staff for the Office 
of President and CEO and was the 
director for Investor Relations for 
Boeing Defense, Space & Security.

Kathleen joined Boeing in 2002 
and progressed through several 
positions of increasing responsibility 
within the Finance function and 
across core areas of supplier 
management, procurement cost 
analysis, accounting, contracts, 
estimating/pricing, financial 
planning and program cost 
management, and international 
business development.

Jolivette served eight years in the 
U.S. Army and earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in accounting from Lindenwood 
University and an executive Master 

Kathleen (KJ) Jolivette
Vice President, Attack Helicopter Programs

Senior Mesa Site Executive Defense, 
Space & Security

of Business Administration from 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
She is a member of the Army 
Aviation Association of America, 
the Association of the United 
States Army and the Vertical Flight 
Society. 

In 2019, Jolivette was presented 
with a Leadership Excellence 
Award by the National Defense 
Industrial Association’s Tennessee 
Valley Chapter. Kathleen’s ability to 
lead also earned her the American 
Indian Science and Engineering 
Society’s (AISES) 2020 Professional 
of the Year Award.

ONE JOURNEY. 
ALL WALKS  
OF LIFE.

Every person’s story is unique. But when we work together, we can do 

amazing things. Boeing proudly celebrates people of all backgrounds 

working together to create the future and is honored to support the  

26th Annual Indian Nations and Tribes Legislative Day. 
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Dr. John Bennet Herrington 
(Chickasaw) is a retired Naval 
Aviator, test pilot, and astronaut 
who has traveled the world and 
interacted with people from many 
cultures. His experiences have 
instilled a deep appreciation and 
respect for the diverse nature of the 
human race and a desire to engage 
and understand the perspective of 
others. It is tremendously important 
he share his Native American 
perspective with a broad audience 
that has not had the opportunity 
to understand or appreciate the 
talents Native American students 
bring to the world. He believes the 
most effective way is to bring more 
Native American graduates into the 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) 
professions. 

Herrington is considered the first 
tribally-enrolled Native American 
astronaut who was a crew member 
aboard the STS-113 on the Space 
Shuttle Endeavour. It was in 

November 2002, nine years before 
the final flight of the NASA Space 
Shuttle program.

The mission lasted 14 days where the 
Endeavour crew and the Expedition 
Six crew combined to install the new 
P1 truss to the International Space 
Station (ISS). The crew performed 
three spacewalks to outfit and activate 
the truss, and transfer supplies and 
equipment between the two spacecraft. 
Endeavour brought more than 2,500 
pounds of material to the ISS.

Dr. Herrington holds a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Applied 
Mathematics from the University 
of Colorado at Colorado Springs, 
a Master of Science Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering from the US 
Naval Postgraduate School, and Doctor 
of Philosophy Degree in Education 
from the University of Idaho. 

Herrington’s career is impressive 
and demonstrates what is possible 
for Native Americans students if 
they are provided resources and 

Dr. John Bennet Herrington 

support in STEM education. He is 
committed to helping Native American 
students achieve success in a field they 
are passionate about. In 2008 he rode 
a bicycle 4,300 miles across the United 
States, promoting education to Native 
American students.   

Dr. Herrington is the recipient of 
numerous awards and has been inducted 
into the first National Native American 
Hall of Fame, the International Aviation 
Hall of Fame, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, 
and the Chickasaw Nation Hall of Fame. 

John is the father of two daughters and 
lives in Montana. He enjoys flying with his 
dog Emme, skiing, cycling, rock climbing, 
and being a doting grandfather. 



NOTES
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Salt River Project (SRP) 
Bob Roesell 
P.O. Box 52025 
Phoenix, AZ 85072 
Phone: 602.818.59025 
Email: bob.roessel@srp.net 
www.srpnet.com 
 
Central Arizona Project 
DeEtte Pearson 
P.O. Box 43020 
Phoenix, AZ 85080 
Phone: 480.620.7685 
Email: dperson@cap-az.com 
www.CentralArizona Project.com 
 
Native American Connections 
Dede Devine 
4520 N. Central AZ, Suite 600 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 
Phone: 602.254.3247 
Email: d.devine@nativeconnections.org 
www.nativeconnections.org 
 
Arizona State University 
Jacob Moore 
300 E. University Drive 
Tempe, AZ 85287 
Phone: 480.965.7473 
Email: jacob.moore@asu.edu 
www.asu.edu 
 
Boeing 
Leann Schaffer 
Phone: 480.655.3258 
Email: Leann.m.shaffer@boening.com 
www.boeing.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Freeport-McMoran 
Tanayia White 
333 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Phone: 602.376.7242 
Email: Twhite5@fmi.com 
www.freeportcommunity.com 
 
NTEC 
Cortasha Upshaw 
4801 N. Butler Ave. Bldg 2000 
Farmington, NM 87401 
Phone: 505.360.9302 
Email: cortasha.upshaw@NavEnergy.com 
www.navajo-tec.com 
 
First Things First 
Candida Hunter 
4000 N. Central Ave, Suite 800 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 
Phone: 602-510-3240 
Email: cahunter@firstthingsfirst.org 
www.firstthingsfirst.org 
 
Girl Scouts Arizona Cactus Pine Council 
Trudy Pekala 
119 E. Coronado 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Phone: 602-452-7030 
Email: join@girlscoutsaz.org 
www.girlscouts.org/join 
 
Native Health 
Susan Levy 
4041 N. Central Avenue #C 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 
Phone: 602-279-5262 x311 
Email: slevy@nachci.com 
www.nativehealthphoenix.org 
 
United National Indian Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY) 
Mary Kim Titla 
953 E. Juanita Ave, Suite C 
Mesa, AZ 85204 
Phone: 480-718-9793 
Email: mk.titla@unityinc.org 
www.unityinc.org 

 

EXHIBITORS



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Department of Administration Elizabeth Bartholomew Tribal Liaison elizabeth.bartholomew@azdoa.gov P: 602.542.0007

Commerce Authority Keith Watkins Sr. VP, Economic/Rural Development keithw@AZcommerce.com P: 602.845.1278

Department of Insurance and Financial Institutions Stephen Briggs Tribal Liaison sbriggs@azdfi.gov P: 602.771.2778

Department of Gaming Maxwell Hartgraves Tribal Liaison and PIO mhartgraves@azgaming.gov P: 602-255-3802

Department of Housing Ruby Dhillon-Williams Assistant Deputy Director ruby.dhillon@azhousing.gov P: 602.771.1010

Arizona State Lottery Sherri Zendri Legislative Liaison & Tribal Liaison Szendri@azlottery.gov P: 480.921.4401

Department of Real Estate Dan Gardner Constituent Services Manager Dgardner@azre.gov P. 602.771.7784

Office of Tourism Dawn Melvin Tribal Tourism Relations Manager dmelvin@tourism.az.gov P: 602.364.3707   

Department of Transportation Ermalinda Gene Tribal Planner/Tribal Liaison Egene@azdot.gov P. 602.712.6736

Department of Transportation Don Sneed Planning Program Manager/Tribal Liaison dsneed@azdot.gov P. 602.712.4095

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

AHCCCS Amanda Bahe Tribal Liaison amanda.bahe@azahcccs.gov P: 602.417.4610

Department of Child Safety Ken Poocha Tribal Liaison Kenneth.Poocha@azdcs.gov P: 928.759.1916

Department of Economic Security Jocelyn Beard Tribal Relations Manager jbeard@azdes.gov P: 602.542.1290   

First Things First Candida L. Hunter Senior Director of Tribal Affairs cahunter@azftf.gov P: 602.771.5034 

First Things First John Lawrence Tribal Relations Ljohn@firstthingsfirst.org P: 602.771.5024

Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family Tonya Hamilton Deputy Director thamilton@az.gov P: 602.542.1760

Department of Health Services Michael Allison Native American Liaison michael.allison@azdhs.gov P: 602.364.1041   

Department of Veterans’ Services Nicole Baker Tribal Liaison, Assistant Deputy Director nbaker@azdvs.gov P: 602-234-8420

NATURAL RESOURCES

Department of Agriculture Robert Smook Legislative Liaison/PIO rsmook@azda.gov P:602-542-3032

Department of Environmental Quality Len Drago Ombudsman and Tribal Liaison lcd@azdeq.gov P: 602.771.2288 

Department of Environmental Quality Ian Bingham Ombudsman and Tribal Liaison idb@azdeq.gov P: 602.771.4322

Game and Fish Department Jon Cooley Region 1 Supervisor jcooley@azgfd.gov P: 928.242.3749

Arizona Geological Survey Brian Gootee Research Geologist, Tribal Liaison bgootee@email.arizona.edu P: 480.394.0848

Land Department Michael O'Hara Cultural Resources Section Manager mohara@azland.gov P: 602-542-2679

Arizona State Parks and Trails Brittany Hudsen Tribal Liaison bhudson@azstateparks.gov P: 602-542-7103

Arizona State Parks and Trails Kathryn Leonard State Historic Preservation Officer kleonard@azstateparks.gov P: 602.542.7135

Arizona State Parks and Trails Christopher Cody Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer ccody@azstateparks.gov P: 602.542.7138

Department of Water Resources Clint Chandler Assistant Director and Tribal Liaison cchandler@azwater.gov P: 602.771.8659   

PUBLIC SAFETY

AZ Division of Emergency Management Joseph Urrea Tribal Liaison joseph.urrea@azdema.gov P: 602.464.6516   

ADHS - Emergency Preparedness Teresa Ehnert Bureau Chief teresa.ehnert@azdhs.gov P: 602.725.2881

Department of Corrections Kenneth Herman Senior Chaplain and Tribal Liaison kherman@azcorrections.gov P: 602.542.3090

Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Jodi Special Tribal Liaison jspecial@azgohs.gov P: 602.255.3201

Department of Homeland Security Cheryl Bowen Kennedy Interim, Assistant Director, Community Preparedness cbowen@azdohs.gov P: 602.542.7077

Industrial Commission of Arizona Trevor Laky Legislative Affairs Chief/PIO trevor.laky@azica.gov P: 602.542.4478

Department of Juvenile Corrections Beth Broeker Tribal Liaison bbroeker@azdjc.gov P: 602.618.5326

Dept. of Liquor Licenses and Control Michael Rosenberger Deputy Director michael.rosenberger@azliquor.gov P: 602.542.9076   

Department of Public Safety Captian Paul L Etnire VTTF Commander/ Tribal Liaison Petnire@azdps.gov P: 602.223.2015

Registrar of Contractors Jeff Wills Chief of Investigations jwills@roc.az.gov P: 602.771.6710 

School Facilities Board Debora Norris School Facilities Liaison Dnorris@azsfb.gov P: 602.542.6139
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY CAP
WATER

Colorado River water delivered by CAP is renewable,
ensuring a reliable water supply for generations to come.

YOUR WATER.
YOUR FUTURE.
www.CentralArizonaProject.com

EMPOWERING PEOPLE
AND COMMUNITIES

Every year, NTEC provides coal to all 110 
Navajo Chapters through the Community 
Heating Resource Program, awards 
valuable college scholarships to Navajo 
students and supports STEM fairs in 
Navajo schools to help build a brighter 
future for all Navajo.

NTEC is a 2021 Top 50 Workplace for Indigenous STEM Professionals

portfolio for a sustainable future.
solutions to power a diversifi ed energy 
generating multi-generational 
world-class mining company, we are 
Southwest United States. As a 
and aff ordable power resources to the 

(NTEC) is a proud provider of reliable

Navajo Transitional Energy Company

by Winds of Change Magazine www.navajo-tec.com.

At Freeport-McMoRan we 
are Transforming Tomorrow 
Together through our Native 
American Scholarship 
Program to support students 
pursuing higher education.

Learn about this and more at 
FreeportInMyCommunity.com.

A 2020-2021 scholarship  
recipient and sophomore  
at Arizona State University

D E S I G N  L L C .

B S K E E T D E S I G N . C O M

C U LT I VAT I N G  I N D I G E N O U S  I N I T I AT I V E S  

T H RO U G H  D E S I G N , R E S E A RC H , 

T E C H N O LO G Y  A N D  I N N O VAT I O N .
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26TH ANNUAL INDIAN NATIONS AND TRIBES LEGISLATIVE DAY26TH ANNUAL INDIAN NATIONS AND TRIBES LEGISLATIVE DAY

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
(CD1) (LD11)
Robert Miguel, Chairman
Gabriel Lopez, Vice-Chairman
Victoria Smith, Council Secretary
42507 W. Peters & Nall Road
Maricopa, AZ 85138
P (520) 568-1000
F (520) 568-1001

COCOPAH INDIAN TRIBE (CD3) 
(LD4)
Sherry Cordova, Chairwoman
Rosa J. Long, Vice-Chairwoman
Lilia Tafoya, Tribal Secretary
14515 S. Veterans Dr.
Somerton, AZ 85350
P (928) 627-2061
F (928) 627-3173

COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES 
(CD4) (LD5)
Dennis Patch, Chairman
Keith Moses, Vice-Chairman
Amanda Barrera, Tribal Secretary
26600 Mohave Rd.
Parker, AZ 85344
P (928) 669-1280
F (928) 669-1391

FORT MCDOWELL YAVAPAI NATION 
(CD6) (LD23)
Bernadine Burnette, President
Paul Russell, Vice-President
Selena Castaneda, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 17779
Fountain Hills, AZ 85269
P (480) 789-7000
F (480) 837-1630

FORT MOJAVE INDIAN TRIBE (CD4) (LD5)
Timothy Williams, Chairman
Shan Lewis, Vice-Chairman
Colleen Garcia, Tribal Secretary
500 Merriman Avenue
Needles, CA 92363
P (760) 629-4591
F (760) 629-5767 or (760) 629-4323

FORT YUMA-QUECHAN TRIBE 
(CD4) (LD13)
Jordan Joaquin, President
Virgil Smith, Vice-President
Regina Escalanti, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 1899
Yuma, AZ 85366
P (760) 572-0213
F (760) 572-2102

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 	
(CD1) (LD8, LD27)
Stephen R. Lewis, Governor
Monica Antone, Lt. Governor
Shannon White, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 97
Sacaton, AZ 85247
P (520) 562-9841
F (520) 562-9849

HAVASUPAI TRIBE (CD1) (LD7)
Evangeline Kisson, Chairman
Matthew Putesoy, Vice-Chairman
Bonnie Wescogame , Executive 
Secretary
P.O. Box 10
Supai, AZ 86435
P (928) 448-2731
F (928) 448-2551 or (928) 448-2229

HOPI TRIBE (CD1) (LD7)
Timothy Nuvangyoama, Chairman
Clarke Tenakhongva., Vice-Chairman
Vernita Selestewa, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 123
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039
P (928) 734-2441
F (928) 734-3139 or (928) 734-6665

HUALAPAI TRIBE (CD1) (LD7)
Damon Clarke, Chairman
Sheldon Scott Crozier., Vice-Chairman
Adeline Crozier, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 179
Peach Springs, AZ 86434
P (928) 769-2216
F (928) 769-2343

KAIBAB BAND OF PAIUTES 
(CD1) (LD7)
Ona Segundo, Chairman
Carmen Bradley, Vice-Chairwoman
Gale Stanfield, Tribal Secretary
Tribal Affairs Building, #1 North Pipe 
Spring Road
Fredonia, AZ 86022
P (928) 643-7245
F (928) 643-7260

NAVAJO NATION 
(CD1) (LD7)
Jonathan Nez, President
Myron Lizer, Vice-President
Seth Damon, Speaker
P.O. Drawer 9000
Window Rock, AZ 86515
P (928) 871-7000
F (928) 871-4025

PASCUA YAQUI TRIBE (CD3) (LD3)
Peter Yucupicio, Chairman
Robert Valencia, Vice Chairman
Mary Jane Buenamea, Tribal Secretary
7474 S Camino DeOeste
Tucson, AZ 85757
P (520) 883-5000
F (520) 883-5014

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY
(CD 6) (LD26)
Martin Harvier, Sr., President
Ricardo Leonard, Vice-President
Erica Harvier, Council Secretary
10005 E. Osborn Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
P (480) 362-7400
F (480) 362-7575

SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE (CD1) (LD7)
Terry Rambler, Chairman
Tao Etpison, Vice-Chairman
Santana Dillon, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 0
San Carlos, AZ 85550
P (928) 475-2361
F (928) 475-2567

ARIZONA TRIBAL LEADERSHIP LIST
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SAN JUAN SOUTHERN PAIUTE (CD1) 
(LD7)
Carlene Yellowhair, President
Candelora Lehi, Vice-President
P.O. Box 1989
Tuba City, AZ 86045
P (928) 283-1066
F (928) 674-9714

TOHONO O’ODHAM NATION
(CD3 CD8) (LD4)
Ned Norris, Chairman
Wavalene Saunders, Vice-
Chairwoman
Roberta Harvey, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 837
Sells, AZ 85634
P (520) 383-2028
F (520) 383-3379

TONTO APACHE TRIBE (CD4) (LD6)
Jeri DeCola, Chairwoman
Calvin Johnson, Vice-Chairman
Rudy Ramirez, Tribal Secretary
Tonto Apache Reservation #30
Payson, AZ 85541
P (928) 474-5000
F (928) 474-9125

WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE
TRIBE (CD1) (LD7)
Gwendena Lee Gatewood, 
Chairwoman
Jerome Kasey, Vice Chairman
Doreen Numkena, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 700
Whiteriver, AZ 85941
P (928) 338-2500
F (928) 338-1514

YAVAPAI-APACHE NATION (CD1) 
(LD6)
Jon Huey, Chairman
Tanya Lewis, Vice Chairwoman
Karla Reimer, Tribal Secretary
2400 W. Datsi St.
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
P (928) 567-3649
F (928) 567-3994

YAVAPAI-PRESCOTT INDIAN TRIBE 
(CD4) (LD1)
Robert Ogo, President
Calvin Hunter, Jr., Vice-President
Lorna Galeano, Tribal Secretary
530 E. Merritt Street
Prescott, AZ 86301
P (928) 445-8790
F (928) 778-9445

PUEBLO OF ZUNI (CD1) (LD7)
Val R. Panteah, Sr., Governor
Carleton Bowekaty, Lt. Governor
Chassidy Leekya, Tribal Secretary
P.O. Box 339
Zuni, NM 87327
P (505) 782-7000
F (505) 782-7202

ARIZONA TRIBAL LEADERSHIP LIST



THE ARIZONA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON TRIBAL RELATIONS WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
THIS YEAR’S SPONSORS. WITHOUT THEIR GENEROSITY, INDIAN NATIONS AND 

TRIBES LEGISLATIVE DAY WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE.

EVENT SPONSORS

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

Arizona Governor’s Office on Tribal Relations 
1700 W. Washington Street, Suite 235  |  Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Phone: 602.542.4426 | Email: gotrinfo@az.gov


